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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.
CHRIST’S MANY CROWNS.

Rev. J. M. Foster, Boston , Mass.

The book of Revelation is mysterious

and yet much is plain and simple. Its day

is known as neither light nor dark. It is

here as in nature, God dwells in the thick

darkness and clothes Himself with light, as

with a garment. I have stood on the

western prairies, where the open, unvaried

plains extended as far as the eye could

carry, and asked, What is the meaning of

this ? I have stood by old Niagara and

seen the waters dash down the rapids, and

leap into the awful chasm, and heard the

deafening roar of the descending flood, and

again the question came, What is the mean-

ing of this? I have stood on the Green

Mountains of Vermont, covered with spruce,

and pine and oak, resting upon the granite

base laid by the hand of God, and all

mirrored in the calm clear lake at its feet,

and still the question is, What does this

mean ? I have stood by the deep and

dark blue ocean, when the rolling waves

were breaking upon the rocks, when the

swish of the rising tide proclaimed that

here is the thus far of the Almighty, and

yet the question recurs, What is the mean-

ing of this? With T. Buchanan Reed, I

have “ stood by the open casement, and

looked upon the night,” and saw, “ the west-

ward going stars pass slowly out of sight.

Slowly the bright procession went down
the gleaming arch, and my soul was filled

with the music of their long, triumphant

march.’’ But, What is the meaning of it

all? In every case the eternal power and

Godhead of Him by whom all things con-

sist are declared. But, here also is the

hiding of His power, and wisdom, and

faithfulness. So, in Revelation, we read of

seals broken, and trumpets blown, and vials

poured out. We read of captains, and

armies, and horsemen, and wars, and earth-

quakes, the sun is darkened, the moon is

changed into blood, and the stars fall to

the earth. What is the meaning? Thex-e

is much that cannot be understood. But
it is evident that the forces of good and

evil are in conflict. It is certain that at last

righteousness shall prevail and iniquity

shall as ashamed hide its head. And it is

settled that the Lord Jesus Christ is the

Conquei’or who leads the ai-mies of heaven

to victory. The Saviour-King is identified

by these descriptive tokens : He hath on

His vestui-e and on His thigh a name
written, King of Kings and Lord of Loi-ds,

out of His mouth goeth a sharp two-edged

sword, and He hath on His head many
crowns. We think of a king or queen

wearing one crown. But the Pojxe at

Rome wears a tiara, a cap of gold cloth,

encircled by three coronets, symbolical of

his temporal power, as the keys are' of his

ecclesiastical authority. On Egyptian »

monuments the Pharaohs of ancient times

are represented as wearing a double ciown.

Upper and lower Egypt were sometimes
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separate nations, ruled by different kings

and they wore crowns entirely unlike.

But in the days of their prosperity they

were united under one emperor, who wore

a double-crown, combining the two.

The Lord Jesus Christ wears many
crowns, the crown of literature, the crown

of commerce, the crown of family life, the

crown of municipal, state and national

government, the crown of spiritual and

eternal life.

I. The Crown of Commerce. We think

of a department store under one superin-

tendent, of a corporation under one head,

of a syndicate under a president who di-

rects its affairs as he will. Now, we think

of the Lord Jesus Christ as the business

head of all the commerce and trade; He
directs the production, transportation,

manufacturing and delivery of every article

to the consumer. The believer prays for

bread. The Saviour-King gives rain and

sunshine to the western farmer who raises

the wheat. The crop is of no value with-

out a market. He carries his grain to the

mill, and there it is ground into flour. But

the flour must be shipped. The railroads

carry it to all markets. But the flour

cannot be eaten, unless the baker takes it

to the kneading trough and oven and makes

bread. The loaf is taken to the believer’s

table and his prayer is answered. The

farmer, the miller, the transporting com-

pany, the grain merchant, the baker, were

all doing business for Christ. “ And it

shall come to pass in that day, I will hear,

saith the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and

they shall hear the earth
;
and the earth

shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the

oil, and they shall hear Jezreel.” Hosea

2 : 21 , 22 .

Joseph was an eminent type of Christ.

He was made ruler of all the land of Egypt.

He went out all over the land, and gathered

corn during the seven years of plenty and

laid it up in storehouses. When the

years of famine came he sold the Egyp-

tians corn for money. Then he gave them
corn for their cattle. Next he sold them
corn for their land. And, last of all, he

purchased the people themselves for corn.

So that the people, and their lands, and

cattle, all became the property of the

crown. And the people became. Pharaoh’s

stewards, who were to bring in one-fifth of

the increase to his treasury. The Redeemer
has purchased this world. “ The earth is

the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.” His

people are His stewards. They own noth-

ing. What they have is a trust held for

Him. A German writer said, “Christ

taught, not ‘all yours is mine,’ but ‘all

mine is yours.’ ” The truth is, all yours

and all mine are Christ’s, and belong to

neither of us. We are doing business for

Christ. And no matter whether we are

agriculturist or manufacturer, merchant or

transporting agent, whether we work in the

dark mine, or hold the throttle of the loco-

motive, or stand behind the counter, or

keep the books of the banker, in every case

we are serving the Lord Christ, and faith-

ful, efficient, energetic service will never

lose its reward. “Whatsoever ye do in

word or deed, do all in the name of the

Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto God and

the Father by Him.’’ Col. 3: 17. Of

course, this rules out all business that does

not glorify Christ in the end for which it

is conducted. To build houses is useful.

To buy and sell goods is a benefit. But

to manufacture intoxicating drinks, to send

rum to the Congo and opium to China are

unmitigated evils. They are no part of the

business enterprise of Christ. This also

rules out all business that does not glorify

Christ in the means employed. A just

weight and balance, a fair day’s wages for

a fair day’s work, truth and righteousness

are also required in Christ’s business. I

have before me a book entitled, “ Laws of

Christ for Common Life,” by R. W. Dale,
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LL. D., of Birmingham, which throws a

search light upon modern business life.

Its tone is healthy and vigorous. It can-

not fail to profit any candid reader.

II. The Grown of the City. The prob-

lem of governing our modern cities is one

of the most difficult. Prof. Henry Drum-

mond, in one of his last discoveries on “ A
Oity Without a Church,” based on the

words, “I John saw the Holy City, New
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of

heaven,” gives an optimistic view. He
says: “This city, then, which John saw, is

none other than your city, the place where

you live, as it might be, and as you are to

help to make it. It is London, Berlin,

New York, Paris, Melbourne, Calcutta,

etc. Begin with the paper on the walls,

make that beautiful
;
with the air, keep it

fresh
;
with the drains, make them sweet

;

with the furniture, see that it is honest.

Abolish whatsoever worketh abomination

in food, in drink, in luxury, in books, in

art ;
whatsoever worketh a lie in conversa-

tion, in social intercourse, in correspond-

ence, in domestic life. What John saw,

we may fairly take it, was the future of all

cities. It was the dream of a new social

order, a regenerated humanity, a purified

society, an actual transformation of the

cities of the world into cities of God.”

But this optimistic dream overlooks the

fact that a little earlier John saw “ Babylon

the great ” the mother of harlots, the

habitation of devils, the hold of every foul

spirit, the cage of, every unclean and hate-

ful bird, and which made all nations to

drink of the wine of the wrath of her

fornication. If this city is the Roman
Catholic hierarchy, with its Jesuitical

orders, it is in New York, Boston, Chicago,

Wasliing&n, London, Paris, Melbourne,

Calcutta. It is in antagonism to the city

of God. It must go down beneath the

accumulated weight of its own abomina-

tions, by the hand of the reigning Christ.

“ And John saw an angel come down from

heaven, and he cried mightily with a strong

voice, saying, “ Babylon the great is fallen,

is fallen.” When Babylon is cast into the

sea as a mighty millstone then the regen-

erated city of God appears. In it Christ

the King lives and reigns.

III. The Crown of National Life. In

his “Century of Missions,” Dr. James

Johnston demonstrates that Christianity

and its gospel are the only forces that can

cope with heathenism. When the British

government sent out colonies to America

in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,

with the exception of William Penn, they

antagonized the Indian tribes. The policy

of coercion has been followed ever since.

And our Indian wars have cost us $500,-

000,000, and Gen. Wm. T. Sherman said

it cost $100,000 to kill an Indian, while it

only costs $5,000 to convert him. In

Canada, a different course was adopted in

dealing with the Red man. They sent

missionaries and school teachers among
them, instead of soldiers and land grabbers.

The result is the Indian tribes ceded to the

Canadian government a strip of land 1,000

miles long and 500 miles wide, without

bloodshed, without war, without opposi-

tion. And with the exception of a recent

uprising caused by French Jesuits, there

has been unbroken peace. The gospel

tames the Red man.

The East India Company used coercion

in India. They would not recognize mis-

sionary work. They said, we deal in com-

merce, not religion. And, when William

Carey asked to be carried as a passenger

on their ship to India, they refused. So
that he had to take passage in a Danish

vessel. And when he reached India they

would not allow him to work within the

lines of their jurisdiction. So that he had

to begin in Serampore, a Dutch settlement

in India. The result was the smoke of a

human holocaust ascended from India that
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offended the nostrils of every civilized

nation. The trial of Warren Hastings in

the English Parliament for shocking inhu-

manityand the scathing philipicpronounced

by his prosecutor which made him say, “ I

am the most guilty wretch on earth,’’ are

known and read of all men. But, when
the missionaries were allowed free course

in proclaiming the blessed gospel of our

Lord, India started upon a new career of

righteousness and peace.

In June, 1888, a “ Centenary Conference ”

on the Protestant Missions of the World,

was held in London. It lasted a week and

three days. It had representatives from

every field. Reading the report of this

conference, by Rev. Dr. James Johnston,

in two volumes, leaves upon the mind this

impression, that Jesus Christ is the Con-

queror, riding upon the white horse of the

gospel, followed by the armies of heaven

upon white horses, and all nations are

being subdued unto Him. In the begin-

ning of this century only a few doors were

standing ajar, the rest were all shut. But

Jesus sent His Ambassadors to knock at

these doors. And through them He said :

“ Behold, I stand at the door and knoek.”

“ Open unto me, my sister, my love, my
dove, my undefiled

;
for my head is wet

with dew, and my locks with the drops of

the night.” China opened to Dr. Morison ;

Bnrmah opened to Adoniram Judson

;

Africa opened to Livingstone; India

opened to Carey. To-day, every nation has

thrown wide open every door. Then, there

were not more than 50 versions of the

Bible, and less than 1,000,000 copies in the

world. Now, the Bible is translated into

300 different languages and there are more

than 250,000,000 copies of the Word of

God. Then, there were not ten missionary

societies and little given. Now, there are

200 missionary societies, and they give

about $11,000,000 annually. Then, there

were only a few missionaries. Now, there

are 7,000 missionaries, and 35,000 helpers,

and they are in all lands. Then, women’s

missionar-y societies were not thought of.

Now, there are 40 women’s missionary

societies in this country with 7,000 auxil-

iaries, and they give $1,750,000 for

missions each year.

The Moravians are a model regiment.

They have one missionary in the field for

every sixty members and they contrib-

ute $10 per member for the cause. They
have three converts in the heathen world

for every member at home. Their prin-

ciple of action is that each congregation

must have a representative in the field, and

every missionary must be a personal repre-

sentative of some congregation. “ Pastor

Harms, of Germany, because he could get

no sympathy from men in his missionary

idea, was constrained to turn his own
peasant church of Hermannsburg into a

missionary society. He was appalled at

the greatness of the undertaking; and he

tells us in graphic language how, in the

crisis of his life, he prayed far into the

night that God would anoint him for the

mighty enterprise. At midnight he rose

from his knees and said, ‘ Forward, now,

in God’s name,’ and from that moment he

never faltered. And what was the result?

His church of poor artisans and farmers

took up the work in prayerful co-operation

with their pastor ;
and at the end of forty

years they had put into the foreign field

more than 350 missionaries, supporting

them in their work, and building a ship for

transporting them to and from the field;

and they had nearly 14,000 living communi-

cants whom they had won from heathenism.

Is there one of our great missionary socie-

ties, with a constituency of thousands of

churches, which can surpass for its first

forty years the record of this single mis-

sionary church 1 The experience of pastor

Gossner and his Bethlehem Church in

Berlin, is hardly less wonderful. He sent
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out and maintained 141 missionaries—200,

including the wives of those married—who

did a work among the heathen second to

none.” (Dr. A. J. Gordon, on “Conduct of

Missions.”) Why could not every congre-

gation in the Covenanter Church do this ?

“ How many do you count me for? ” asked

Alexander, as his soldiers expressed fear

because the enemy outnumbered them.

“ How many do you count me for ? ” asks the

Holy Ghost. Any congregation, with a

membership filled with the Holy Ghost is

equal to this work. One hundred horses

hitched together make one hundred horse

power, providing they all pull together.

One hundred members, filled with the Holy

Ghost, make one hundred Holy Ghost

power, providing they all work the work of

God.

IV. The Crown of Politics. The puri-

fication of politics is the despair of un-

believers. The men of Jericho said, “ The

situation is beautiful, the land good, but the

waters are bitter.” The prophet Elisha

said, “ Bring me a new cruse and salt.”

These he took and cast them into the

fountains and the waters were made sweet.

The gospel of Christ is the salt and Chris-

tian citizens are the cruse. These must

be cast into politics, and the filthy cess-

pool will be made pure.

A minister who applied the gospel to

civil government received a note which

read thus: “There are no politics in

heaven ; there is where your life should be;

sad, sad, that it is otherwise.” The author

of that note was mistaken. As well say to

Wilberforce in England and Wendell Phil-

lips, even—Lloyd Garrison and Abraham
Lincoln, in America: “There are no slaves

in heaven, that is where your lives should

be ; sad, sad, that you gave your lives to

the cause of emancipating the slaves.” As

well say to Howard, “ There are no prisons

in heaven
;
that is where your life should

be ;
sad, sad, that you gave your life to

humanizing prison laws.” There are no

poor in heaven. Shall Sir Robert Peel be

condemned for securing the “corn laws”'

of England? There are no saloons in

heaven. Shall Neal Dow and Frances

Willard be condemned for giving their

lives to prohibition ? There is no tyranny

in heaven. Shall President McKinley be

condemned for compelling Spain to

evacuate Cuba, and as a result opening the

door of Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philip-

pines to the gospel messengers ? The fact

is, Christ’s people are the salt of the earth,

that will keep politics from becoming a

putrid mass. The salt must be kept in

contact with politics. No Christian citizen

can divest himself of his relations and ob-

ligations to civil society. Rights and

duties are co related. The man who has a

right to the protection of civil society, has

an obligation to discharge to society. I

have here a book entitled, “ Laws of Life

after the Mind of Christ,” by Rev. John

Hamilton Thom. The thought of the

author is, that the Christian is to fill every

place assigned him, just as Christ would

do if He were here. Let all Christian citi-

zens act as He would do if He were an

American citizen. Let all our civil officers

fill their positions as they know He would

do were He occupying the same position.

Let President McKinley and his Cabinet,

the Senators and Representatives fill their

offices and discharge their duties as He
would do in the same position. Let our

constitution and laws be made conformable

to His revealed will. Then our nation will

be called Hephzibah and our land

Beulah.

The Covenanter Church hold the key

to the situation. They are filling their

places as Christ would do if He
were here, separated from all that is

evil in politics, and bearing a faithful

testimony as to the application of Christ’s

law in all the realm of political action.
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.

Let us remember the command of the

Iron Duke on the field of Waterloo

:

“ Steady ! Stand firm !

”

V. The Crown of Spiritual Life.

“ These things saith He that hath the seven

spirits of God.” “ And there were seven

lamps of fire burning before the throne,

which are the seven spirits of God.” “ And
I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the

throne stood a Lamb as it had been slain,

having seven horns and seven eyes, which

are the seven spirits of God sent forth

into all the earth.” This is the seven fold

operation of the Holy Ghost committed to

our exalted Lord. And hence, Peter said

on Pentecost: “This Jesus hath God
raised up. Therefore, being by the right

hand of God exalted, and having received

of the Father the promise of the Holy

Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye

now see and hear.” The apostles and be-

lievers were filled with the Holy Ghost

and they went evei’ywhere preaching the

Word,the Holy Ghost confirming the Word.

Brainard and Edwards, Whitefield and

Wesley, McClieyne and Livingstone, Carey

and Duff, Judson and Paton were filled

with the Holy Ghost. What the Church

needs is the showers of the Holy Spirit, to

soften the hard-pan of our depraved hearts.

When the north and south winds of the

Spirit blow upon the garden, the spices

flow out, and our Beloved comes into His

garden to eat His pleasant fruits. Let

God’s people be filled with the Spirit, so

that He thinks through their minds, chooses

through their wills, loves through their

hearts and acts through their bodies,

and the church will be terrible as an army

with banners.

John Coleridge Patterson went to the

Melanesian Isle, the cannibals fell upon him

and pierced his body with five arrows. He
was brought back to the ship, his body

covered with palm-leaves and pierced with

five wounds. The Son of God came to

this world to save sinners, His body was

pierced with five wounds. His death is

the life of the world. “ And I, if I be lifted

up, will draw all men unto me.” This is

the magnet that draws the human heart.

We are more than conquerors through

Him that loved us. If we conquer by

gaining the victory, we are conquerors. If

we conquer by being overcome, we are

more than conquerors. The death of

Christ upon the cross and the obedience of

His people unto death are the channel by

which the Holy Ghost will subdue the

world to our exalted Lord.

From the moment a soul is won, the value of life is, how much of Christ can be put

into it. . . .

The safety of the highest is bound up with the condition of the lowest, and our

country may be startled some day by what will sadly rebuke us for our neglect of means
for checking such sins as are carrying poison into so many hearts, and havoc into so

many homes. When a Christian friend was lamenting the state of things, and remark-

ing, “ We must employ another missionary,” the answer given was, “ Better still, be you
the missionary yourself . . .

I believe it is face to face converse that is best fitted for bringing the healing influ-

ence of the gospel to bear on the fermenting mass of depravity around us. The salt of

Christian character must come into contact with it. Jesus touched the leper when He
cured him. What we want is more of that touch of brotherliness and sympathy.

In the great firm of the Church there are to be no sleeping partners. In His great

atoning work, “ of the people there were none with Him.” But in the ingathering of

souls, He expects His people to be all with Him. . . .

— The late James Robertson
, of Newington.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The Committee on Foreign Missions

have had referred to them the report of

the Board of Foreigu Missions, with the

report of tbe Syrian Commission.

The single fact of the net increase of 61

communicants in the foreign fields for the

past year, a gain of a little over 26 per

cent., is sufficient to indicate to the Church

at home the character of our foreign mis-

sion work. Had there been a correspond-

ing net gain at home, we would this last

year have added to our membership’s roll

in round numbers, over 2,600 names.

When work in Cyprus, which has only re-

cently got well under way, and work in

China, which has not yet fairly begun, add

their results to those of the two older

fields, still more abundant fruits may be

confidently expected.

Whatever may have been the judgment

of any member of the Home Church, as

to the multiplying of foreign fields, the one

course of present duty on which all must
heartily unite, is the vigorous prosecution

of the work in the four fields now occu-

pied. There must be no backward step in

any one of them. Nor will any depart-

ment of home work suffer through generous

and devoted support of all our work abroad.

On the other hand, generosity and devo-

tion in the foreign work will s.cure greater

devotion and generosity to all the work at

home. And the converse is equally true,

for the work is one.

We recommend:

1. The publication of the report of the

Foreign Board.

2. That our people be urged to make
themselves thoroughly acquainted with the

work and workers in all our foreign

fields.

3. That to this end there should be in

every Sabbath school room the pictures of

our missionaries, and the map of the mis-

sion field, prepared by the Corresponding

Secretary of the Foreign Board.

4. That Synod urge the welcoming into

every home in the Church, and the careful

reading of letters from missionaries in all

our foreign fields, as they appear from

time to time in the various publications

of the Church, especially as given in the

comprehensive and judicious chronicling

of missionary news in the Olive Trees by

the Secretary of our Foreign Board.

5. That Synod call upon all our mem-
bers and congregations to support this

growing work with ever-increasing finan-

cial aid, and with more and more earnest

believing prayer in expectation of the day,

now drawing near, when “ all ends of the

earth shall remember, and turn unto the

Lord, and all kindreds of the nations shall

do homage to Him.”

6. We recommend the election of Elder

William Brown, of the 3d New York Con-

gregation, to fill the vacancy in the For-

eign Board caused by the resignation of

Elder James Dunlop.

D. McAllister, 1

T. P. Robb,

R. Hargrave, 'r Com.

W. J. McCrea,

R. L. Wallace, J

REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSION
BOARD.

There are many obstacles in the way of

missionary progress. As great rocks in

the channel of a river retarding the steady

flow of the stream, they obstruct the free

course of the gospel. Among these may
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be named the natural enmity of the human
heart, the jealous opposition of the world-

power in one or other of its manifold forms,

and the indifference of the professing

Church, with its subtle evasions of duty

and its tacit acquiescence in many things

that are quite at variance with the idea of

entire consecration. Evidently there is

not in the Reformed Presbyterian Church

the universal and hearty interest in its

foreign missionary operations that marked
the inception of the enterprise and the

earlier years of its history. There is some-

thing wanting, whatever it may be, that

was once a mighty agency for good in the

foreign fields and brought showers of

blessing upon the home congregations.

At the same time the Board, on review-

ing the past year, can discern many indi-

cations of progress even in the face of

obstacles and much, both at home and

abroad, that is fitted to encourage in the

administration of the work. The congre-

gational collections have been larger than

at any former period in the history of the

Missions. Including the contributions of

Sabbath schools and missionary societies,

they fall only about $2,300 short of the

full appropriation of Synod. A few

churches and individuals have made liberal

offerings towards the liquidation of the

debt, the poor rivaling the rich in giving

for this purpose, and both equally deserv-

ing of commendation. Consequently, the

Treasurer was able, at the close of the fiscal

year, to report nearly $1,200 of receipts in

excess of expenditures and a material re-

duction of the overdraft. Since that date

some bequests have been received and

others announced that will still further re-

duce the overdraft of $9,068. Men of

education, energy and consecration are

offering themselves for service on the field.

The outlook for an early return to aggress-

ive work among the Nusairiyeh in their

mountain villages is improving through the

direct and indirect efforts of the United

States Minister at Constantinople. And,

to crown all, there is reported this year a

large net increase in the membership of the

native congregations. Often in the course

of correspondence a missionary letter will

contain an incident so disheartening that

there does not seem to be a ray of light,

and yet it always closes with some such

words as these :
“ But you must not think

I am discouraged, for I am not.” It is

men and women of this stamp that repre-

sent us in the foreign fields, and they surely

have a special claim on our prayerful sup-

port. In the natural world there is winter

as well as summer and the one season is as

needful as the other. It may be that the

past few years have been the winter of our

missionary world, a time for the gathering

up of energies and the concentration of

power in order to new and more beautiful

manifestations of activity and growth.

Syria.—So far as can be gathered from

the annual statement of the Mission and

more recent letters, there are at present

198 native members in Syria, a net increase

of seven. In the absence of the two or-

dained ministers from this field there has

been regular preaching in both centers by

licentiates, with occasional sermons and the

administration of the Lord’s Supper by

missionaries from other fields, while Dr.

Balph, in addition to his medical work, has

looked after the out-stations. Miss Mag-

gie B. Edgar, who has had charge of the

school in Latakia of 148 boys, 38 of them

boarders, has labored with great diligence

and fidelity, conducting, besides other

duties, a special class for Bible study every

day and lessons in the Scriptures and the

Testimony of the Church Sabbath after-

noons and evenings, thus seeking to reach

the mind 8 and hearts of her pupils with the

truth. With similar efficiency has Miss

Wylie conducted the school of 122 girls, 46

of them boarders. There are also four
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schools, with 108 pupils, in the southern

part of the field, where Licentiate Yakob

Juraidiny has general oversight of the work,

and preaches every Sabbath in Tartoos.

In Suadia Miss Meta Cunningham has

been laboring alone during the winter.

She returned from a brief furlough in Eng-

land just about the time that Rev. J. Boggs

Dodds was leaving for this country,

and at once took charge of the work.

She has had to look after a school

of 68 boys, 33 of them boarders, and

a school of 36 girls, half of them

boarders, besides holding clinics twice a

week, with an average attendance of fifty,

at which she always conducts religious

exercises, and other duties. It is note-

worthy that 38 of the 51 pupils in the board-

ing schools are Fellaheen. The average at-

tendance at public worship is 89, and Miss

Cunningham writes :
“ We have much to en-

courage us in the willingness of the people

to hear the gospel. ... We think we can see

God’s Spirit working in a wonderful way.”

The April communion is described as “ a

time of great spiritual refreshment and one

of the happiest communion seasons we have

ever had in Suadia.” In this connection

she relates a very touching incident. One
of the two received into the fellowship of

the Church on this occasion is “ a young

man who was in the boarding school sev-

eral years ago. He has endured much
from his parents and from the whole Greek

community. For the past six months he

has attended regularly the ordinances.

When he told his people that he was going

to unite with the Church his father told

him that he would cast him off and no

longer count him as a son. He replied

that he would be willing to be counted as

a servant, but he could not deny his

Saviour. I may mention here for those

who sometimes get discouraged when they

see no immediate fruit of their labors that

he told me that the exhortations he had

heard in school had never left his mind.

He was only a year in the boarding school,

and when he left the only books he had

were a Bible and a history of the Church

he had received as prizes, but he had read

them both so diligently that he is well

grounded in Scripture truth. Our hearts

were greatly rejoiced over the humility

and steadfastness of our young brother.”

To relate the whole story would take too

much space, but it will be published * in

full along with this report, as well a6 such

extracts from the official statement of the

Mission as may be needed to give the

churches a correct idea of the work and

the success attending the labors of our

representatives in Syria.

The medical department of this Mission

seems to be doing efficient work. Dr.

Balph reports 1,039 professional visits in

Latakia, not counting those made to pupils

in the boarding schools and numerous calls

to the mountains. From 15 to 75 attend the

clinics,and 92 have received treatment in the

hospital. These figures indicate many oppor"

tunities of doing good to men that are not

lost sight of. Miss Willia A. Dodds, who is

much interested in her work as matron of

the hospital, is careful to impress on all

patients, whether Mohammedan, pagan or

nominal Christian, the value of the soul,

and points them to the true Physician for

spiritual healing.

Rev. James S. Stewart, realizing the

pressing need of help in this field, deter-

mined to cut short his vacation, and left

New York on the 29th of April, expecting

to be home the first week in June. He
will be followed early in October by Licen-

tiate C. A. Dodds, youngest son of Rev.

Dr. R. J. Dodds, one of the pioneer mis-

sionaries of the Church to Syria. He was
appointed on the 20th of March, and the

Board expects that this increase in the

working force will enable the Mission to

* See “ Story of a Convert in Suadia,” p. 221.
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give more direct preaching of the gospel

to the pagan Nusairiyeh in their native

mountains.

Asia Minor.—In Tarsus Mission there

are now 63 native members of the

Church, a net increase of 22. Their

attendance at public worship on the Sab-

bath anti at social meetings for prayer

is good, and marked by a growing interest

in religious exercises. Two Sabbath

schools report an average attendance of

150. The Lord’s Supper was administered

twice in Mersina, twice in Tarsus and once

in Guzne during the year. The native

communicants are thus described by Rev.

R. J. Do Ids in the annual statement of the

Mission :
“ Christian character is develop-

ing. TV believe there are as true and ex-

emp u Christians in the native Church as

will be f. ind anywhere. There are those

wiivjse vt racity, whose honesty, whose

purity, whose piety is irreproachable.

There an: those upon whom we believe the

spirit of grace and supplication to have

Wi n pou: ed out.”

The responsibility for the two schools in

Mersina has rested upon Miss Lizzie Mc-

Naughton, who, in the absence of Miss

Stei rett. now on furlough in this country,

has snpervistd a school of 70 boys, 45 of

them bo rders, and a school of 45 girls, 35

of them marders. There is also a successful

school of 45 pupils in Tarsus and a class of

three F llah children in Adana, under the

instiu fion of trusted native teachers.

These sc.tools are described as “a fountain

of blessing to many poor children who are

in tin ia receiving benefits that they will,

we trust, carry throughout eternity.”

The only information in the report of the

Mission regarding its medical department

is contained in three sentences: “Dr.

Methein returned from America apparently

rei toivd to health, but has not retained

the lu'iihh he gained during the vacation

you so kindly granted him last summer.

Though not strong, he has been hard at

work. He has held three clinics a week,

the attendance at which has averaged

thirty.”

Special attention is called to the heroic

service that the women in these two Mis-

sions have rendered to the Church. When
the Board was forced to call on them for

double duty they cheerfully assumed the

added responsibility and toil. And no one

can say that the work has not been well

and nobly done. Help should be sent to

them at once Surely these loyal represen-

tatives of the Church deserve the loyal

support of the Church.

Cyprus

—

The Cyprus Mission, too, is

yielding fruit. The Lord’s Supper was

administered for the first time, June 26,

1898, when 25, exclusive of missionaries,

sat down at His Table, and at the Commun-
ion in March of this year there was an

accession of 17, making a congregation of

42 members. Many of the original com-

municants were Armenians, most of whom
had been in the fellowship of Congrega-

tional churches in different parts of Turkey,

and some of them have since removed to

Egypt. In this way the names on the roll

are probably reduced to thirty-two.

In the chapel at Larnaca there is preach-

ing on Sabbath in Armenian, Arabic, Eng-

lish and Greek, and a well-attended Sabbath

School in which these four languages are

used. In his annual statement Mr. Easson

writes :
“ When we could say that we had

a congregation of our own, we put a box

for the Lord’s tenth on the inside of the

chapel door. The people are poor and the

collections are not very large, but it keeps

the matter before them and is an educa-

tion. During eight months the offerings

amounted to about nine dollars.”

As stated in a previous report, Mr. Van
Milligan, Director of the Ottoman Bank

for Cyprus, opened in the summer of 1897 a

service for Armenian refugees in Nicosia,
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the capital of the island, securing funds for

that purpose from the Evangelical Alliance.

In November the Mission, at his request,

united with him, paying half the rent for

the room and half the salary of the preacher

to September, 1898. On being transferred

soon afterwards to Constantinople, Mr.

Van Milligan put into Mr. Easson’s hands

all the money he held for that work, which

has been ever since in charge of Mr.

Haroutune Sarkissian, for over thirty years

a Congregational pastor in Asia Minor, now
a member of the Covenanter Church at

Larnaca. He preaches and conducts a

Bible class every Sabbath and a prayer-

meeting every Thursday evening.

Under the direction of the Mission two

experienced colporteurs, to whose salary

the British and Foreign Bible Society con-

tribute annually, are constantly employed

in visiting the cities and villages on the

island with the Word of God, “explaining

its truths to the people and urging them to

buy and read for themselves.” A fuller

account of their work will be printed with

this report.

Our medical missionary, Dr. W. M.

Moore, was ordained to the eldership

March 16, 1899. The total attendance at

his clinics of 2,078 gives only an imperfect

idea of the extent of his work and influence.

His 423 professional visits mean 423 testi-

monies for Christ.

China —It only remains to say a word or

two in regard to the prospect in China.

In the judgment of the missionaries and

their friends there is no town of the same

size on the West River that has a finer

location thau Tack Hing, which has been

selected as center of operations. A lot,

measuring nearly two acres and well situ-

ated, has been purchased at a comparatively

low figure, and buildings will be erected

there as soon as practicable. The magis-

trate and people are showing themselves

friendly. Many visit the chapel to listen

and in some instances to inquire in regard

to Christianity. These are encouraging

providences. The fact, that Mr. McBurney
has been compelled by the failing health of

his wife to return to America must call

forth sympathy for him and Mrs. McBur-
ney, as well as for their associates in ser-

vice, Mr. and Mrs. Robb, who are thus left

alone. On the other hand, his declared

purpose not to remain one hour longer

than seems necessary inspires the hope

that this interruption to the work will be

only temporary. His resolve has the ring

of missionary consecration.

The Board has not yet secured the ser-

vices of a medical missionary for this field,

but hopes to be able soon to report the

selection of a physician well qualified for

that position.

The following summary will show at a

glance the present strength of the Foreign

Missions :

4 fields.

5 central stations.

9 out-stations.

3 organized churches.

6 ordained ministers.

1 minister under appointment.

6 women missionaries, other than

wives.

3 medical missionaries.

4 native assistants to physicians.

6 native licentiates.

8 native evangelists, colporteurs and

Bible readers.

12 schools.

20 native teachers, 8 of them women.

645 pupils in the schools.

6 Sabbath Schools.

552 children under instruction on Sab-

bath.

293 native communicants.

61 net increase for the year.

The Board is glad to be able to present

so favorable a report at the close of the

century and believes that the churches
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should regard it as the call of the Redeemer

to mark the dawn of the twentieth century

by renewed activity in His cause, a special

offering for foreign missions, and more in-

tensely earnest intercessory prayers for the

conversion of the world.

Respectfully submitted,

In the name of the Board,

R. M. SOMMERVILLE,

Cor. Sec.

Extracts from the Annual Statements of

the Missions.

Syria.— ... In the providence of God for

the first time in its history the Mission has

been deprived of the presence and impor-

tant help of an ordained minister. In the

latter part of March, 1898, Rev. Mr. Stew-

art and his family, of Latakia, after nearly

ten years’ of service, went to America for a

much needed rest. A few months after-

wards Mr. Dodds, of Suadia, took his family

to the home land on account of the health

of his wife. . . .

In the Latakia district the principal

care of the outside stations has devolved

on Dr. Balph, and with the native elders

the congregational work. He has visited

Gunaimia five times, Jendaria three times,

Murjh and Bahamra twice, and Tartoos,

Melky and Souda once. Miss Edgar, in

company with Mrs. Balph and Licentiate

Saleem Saleh, visited the three latter places

and other villages in the vicinity once in

the summer. They were well received

everywhere. The licentiate held services

in each place, and Miss Edgar spoke several

times to attentive listeners.

Two communions have been held during

the year, one in Gunaimia and one in Lata-

kia. The communion in Gunaimia was held

September 4th by Rev. J. B. Dodds, Mr.

Kennedy, of Antioch, kindly assisting. Dr.

Balph was present at all the services.

There were no additions. There is a Bible

reader in this village, and the condition of

the society of Protestants is much the

same as it was at the time of the last report.

They assemble regularly for worship and

give earnest attention to what is said. If

they had more of the spirit and grace of

liberality they would be a promising

people.

Licentiate Saleem Saleh ministers espe-

cially to the little flock in Jendaria, but he

has been at all the other stations several

times, sowing seed by the wayside as he

journeys here and there. The people* in

Jendaria meet in the house of one of the

members for services, having never recov-

ered their church that was taken from them

several years ago.

There is a Bible reader employed for the

region of Bahamra and the Merjh. This is,

perhaps, the most difficult part of the field.

The arch enemy of souls keeps up a severe

struggle for it. But He who has conquered

death will yet be victorious in His own time

and way.

In Souda, Melky and Tartoos there are

schools. In Souda there are 20 pupils

enrolled—boys and girls. In Melky 25

pupils. In Tartoos there are enrolled 34

boys and 29 girls. There are two teachers

besides Licentiate Tacob Juraidiuy, who
has oversight of these schools. He does

other evangelistic work in the village. His

Sabbath services are Sabbath School and

preaching in the morning and prayer-meet-

ing in the afternoon. The attendance at

his Sabbath School is 50, and at his

preaching service, besides children, from

15 to 20. He holds a prayer-meeting,

also, Thursday evenings, and they ob-

served the week of prayer. Other villages

in the south are asking for schools. But

we are not able to find teachers.

Miss Edgar attends to the school books

for these schools. She tries to make her

correspondence with the teachers helpful

to them and to give them needed advice and

encouragement.
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The communion in Latakia wa9 held,

October 2d, by Eev. H. Easson, who had

the assistance of Rev. R. J. Dodds, of

Mersina, and Rev. J. B. Dodds, of Suadia,

who were here for the purpose of attending

a meeting of the Commission held the

week previous. Mr. Easson also preached

for us on preparation Sabbath. There was

an addition of seven.

The Sabbath services are as follows : At

9 a. m., Sabbath school. At half-past ten,

preaching. Afterwai’ds the Girls’ Junior

Endeavor Society. At half-past three p. m.

there is prayer-meeting, and after that the

Men's Christian Endeavor Society.

Miss Wylie still superintends the Sab-

bath school. It has not decreased in inter-

est. During the year as many as 230 have

been enrolled. The collections have

amounted to 579 piasters. There are

nineteen teachers, including the mission-

aries, who all take a part in the Sabbath

school. The native teachers meet with the

superintendent on Wednesday evenings,

when she gives them in Arabic notes what

she has gathered from English helps,

there being such a dearth of helps in Arabic.

Licentiate Saleem Haddad has conducted

the preaching service Sabbath mornings

when we have not had the presence of other

missionaries. The audiences are much the

same as heretofore, but we miss Mr. Stew-

art’s carefully prepared sermons. The
Girls’ Junior Endeavor Society numbers

fifteen. “Our Society,” as they call it, is

very dear to the members of it.

Their collection amounted to 99 piasters ;

69 they gave to help get a stove for the

hospital and 30 to the Chinese Mission.

The prayer-meetings on Sabbath after-

noons, and also on Thursday evenings, are

conducted in turn by Dr. Balph and the

native male workers. The school children

are allowed to read parallel passages on

the subject.

The week of prayer was observed. Al-

though the meetings were small, owing to

the rain, yet they seemed to be more than

usually solemn and impressive.

The Men’s Christian Endeavor Society

numbers ten. Their collections amounted

to 322 piasters.

All the ladies of the Mission endeavor to

visit the sick and others as often as they

can find time from other duties.

We have employed a Bible reader, who
goes about from house to house among rich

and poor. And although he does not shun to

declare the whole counsel of God, and also

to reprove, rebuke and exhort, he is always

welcomed. The Bible woman employed in

the hospital spends a part of her time in

the same way.

Medical work has been carried on regu-

larly during the year. Clinics have been

held three times a week, except when Dr.

Balph has been absent on professional and

other duties ; 1,039 medical visits have

been made in Latakia, besides numerous

visits to the mountains. Attendance at

the clinics varies from 15 to 75. Circum-

stances have not permitted Dr. Balph to

keep an exact account, but he thinks the

average daily attendance for the year would

be about 35. Besides these, on the off

days he generally examines from 10 to 15

in the office, and frequently a much larger

number. The amount of cash received for

medical work during the year has been

2,760.20 piasters; for medicines, 4,717.15

piasters.

The extreme poverty of the people has

rendered it necessary to make most of the

visits free. But all who are able are re-

quired to pay. Many pay a little for

medicines who cannot pay for visits, but it

is thought best to have each one pay a

little, except those cases who are utterly

destitute.

Religious exercises are regularly con-

ducted at all the clinics as heretofore. The
aim is to make the medical work a means
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to reach a larger number with gospel

truth.

The hospital work has been carried on

without interruption during the year, except

six weeks in the hottest part of the season,

when there were some additions made to

the hospital. The native help employed

has been the same as last year. The total

number of patients treated from April

1, 1898, to April 1, 1899, were 92. Of

these there were 14 Moslems, 21 Nusairiyeh,

49 nominal Christians and 8 Protestants.

The work has steadily grown in favor with

all classes of people, and has materially

widened our opportunities for teaching the

truth, besides having brought incalculable

physical benefits to many who could not

•otherwise have hoped for relief. Miss

Dodds has given personal oversight to the

work, assisted in the care of patients, and

has kept the accounts connected with

the institution, and also of the clinics, and

given help there. Under her instructions

the native assistants have become quite

proficient in the details of the work, and

have given fair satisfaction. She makes it

a point to talk with the patients on the value

of their souls, urges upon them the neces-

sity of accepting Christ and of living holy

lives. She has greatly enjoyed her work,

and has had good health.

In addition to morning and evening

worship, a part of each day is given to re-

ligious instruction, and a number of those

who have been inmates during the year

have here received their first knowledge of

a Saviour. It is also encouraging to note

that there has been an increase in the

amount of money received from patients,

the total amount received during the year

being 2,838 piasters. Dr. Balph's account

of professional visits does not include

visits to Boarding School pupils.

On Mr. Stewart leaving for America,

Miss Edgar took charge of the Boys’

Boarding and Day Schools. She has made

no material change in Mr. Stewart’s ar-

rangements and programme of studies.

There are 38 boys in the Boarding School

;

11 of these have homes in Latakia and the

remainder represent fourteen villages

throughout the field; 12 are Fellaheen, 8 Ar-

menians and 18 Greeks. The 12 Fellaheen

are provided food, clothing and bedding

free; 24 provide their own clothing, bedding

and books, and 12 of these pay part board.

The Day School has an enrollment of 110,

with an average attendance of 90. There

has been difficulty in obtaining teachers

during the year. Because of this the

primary class in the Day School has had

only one-half-day sessions.

Miss Edgar, besides general superintend-

ence, has had the older boys in a class for

Bible study each day, and has also taught

one English class. There is an hour of

study of the Testimony or Scripture lesson

Sabbath afternoon and also Sabbath even-

ings. The boys have shown a lively inter-

est and close attention to all the Scripture

teaching, and it is hoped that it may find

lodgment in their hearts. Miss Edgar has

become greatly attached to them. She

feels the great responsibility of training

them and that perhaps in them may be the

future hope of the Church. At the com-

munion held in the autumn, three of the

boys united with the Church.

Miss Wylie has had charge of the Girls’

Boarding and Day Schools. There are five

native teachers. There are 46 pupils in

the Boarding School
; 34 provide their own

clothing, bedding and books, and their

washing is done at home
;
and 14 of them

pay a little for board. Three girls gradu-

ated at the close of school in July, and one

united with the Church at the fall com-

munion. There are 76 in the Day School.

They are in classes with the girls in the

Boarding School, are required to be present

at the morning devotional exercises and to

engage in the same studies, secular and
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religious. This must affect their after

lives, but the religious teaching loses a part

of its power and is in part counteracted by

their home life. They miss the hallowed

influence of the Sabbath and also the relig-

ious atmosphere that we try to throw into

the everyday morning and evening life of

the Boarding School. In her contact

with them, whether with the girls in the

schools or the mothers whom she teaches

when they make their weekly visits to

their daughters, or the women whom she

visits in their homes, Miss Wylie more

and more feels the need they have of in-

struction. For they must lend their

influence if this land becomes purer,

better. “A virtuous woman. Her price is

far above rubies.” Year by year this work

becomes more dear and important to her.

We have to record the death of one

member of the church and two baptized

children.

Turning to Suadia. Miss Cunningham

returned from her furlough in October,

1898. She met Mr. Dodds in Latakia on

his -way to America. She at once proceeded

to Suadia and has been in sole charge there

since, and she reports : In the Girls’

Boarding School there are 18 pupils—

9

Fellaheen, 4 Armenians, 5 Greeks. All the

pupils, except the Fellaheen and two Arme-

nians, provide their own beds, clothes and

books and have their washing done at

home, and one pupil paid 150 piasters for

board. There are 18 enrolled in the Day
School. The average attendance is 10.

The Boys’ Boarding School numbers 33

pupils—29 Fellaheen, 3 Armenians and 1

Greek. The Fellaheen get their clothes

and bedding from the school, but the

greater number of them buy their books.

The others buy their own clothes and

books, but their washing is done in school.

Oue Armenian pays 150 piasters. The Day
School has enrolled 35. The average daily

attendance is 30.

The Sabbath public services are : Sab-

bath school at 10 a. m., and at 11 a. m.

preaching. There is a congregational

prayer-meeting on Sabbath afternoon, a

teachers’ prayer-meeting, and a Junior

Christian Endeavor Society among the

girls. The average attendance at the Sab-

bath school is 80. The collection for 1^98,

335 piasters, which was given by the Sab-

bath school to the Jewish Mission, Phila-

delphia, Pa.

The greater number of the pupils remain

for preaching. The average attendance at

preaching is about 89. The licentiate,

Ibrahim Jokki, preaches in the absence of

Mr. Dodds. Also Rev. S. H. Kennedy, of

Antioch, has preached several times

The congregational collections for 1898

were 38G piasters, which was devoted by

them to the Chinese Mission.

The Junior Christian Endeavor Society

was started and is carried on by the teacher

in the girls’ school, Kareme Cudsee, who
joined the society in Latakia.

There are seven members, and they have

subscribed 11 piasters, to be used in local

charities. Their teacher is working this

year for a Turkish dollar a month, and

gave her first month’s wages to the Jewish

Mission, Philadelphia, Pa.

A congregational prayer-meeting is held

every Thursday, and a teachers’ meeting,

for the study of the Sabbath school lesson,

every Friday, and a prayer-meeting. A
mother’s meeting is conducted every Tues-

day afternoon. The International Sabbath

School Lesson is used, and it might in

truth be called a Sabbath school on Tues-

day, as it is conducted precisely as the

Sabbath school. There are 100 members,

and a regular attendance of from GO to 80.

There are clinics twice a week. There are

religious exercises. The average attend-

ance is 50, and there are often 70. The
Bible woman has had ready entrance to the

homes of Moslems, Fellaheen and Greeks.
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We have much to encourage us in the

willingness of the people to hear the gos-

pel. We have no baptisms or conversions to

report, but we think we can see God’s

Spirit working in a wonderful way.

We regret the absence of Mr. Dodds,

and were sorry to lose our colporteur, who
has returned to his native village. We are

in sore need of workers, and pray that God
may raise up faithful servants to carry on

this work.

We have to record the death of one bap-

tized member, a little child, and the death

of our door-keeper, who for many years

was a faithful servant of the church.
“ He died in a good old age, an old man
and full of years,” and went to his grave
“ in a full age, like a shock of corn cometh

in his season.”

Thus you will see, that with one heart

and one mind, in all our different depart-

ments of work, in our feeble way we have

endeavored to present Chdst and to teach

His commands. And He has verified

His promise, “ Lo, I am with you alway.”

We are few in numbers, and have often-

times been troubled, yet not distressed

;

perplexed, but not in despair. We have not

seen people flocking to Christ as we long

to see, or growing in grace as we greatly

desire, and this shows us our utter weak-

ness, and that the power to convert the

soul is of God, and not of us. And we
pray more and more earnestly for the out-

pouring of the Spirit.

We all testify that we have been happy

in our work, for the joy of the Lord has

been our strength.

In the name of the Mission,

Mattie R. Wvlie.

Mersina.— . . . Many of the brethren

were sorely tried in the furnace of affliction,

but their lives have all been spared. Zahara

Ibrahim is prevented by the Fellaheen

from attending religious services, and feels

it a great deprivation No objections are

made to our visiting her and worshiping

with her in her home. She is always de-

lighted to receive us, or any of the breth-

ren ; the indications are that she walks

with God. Neither she nor we have been

able to correspond with Sophia, who is

still in Constantinople, but, as we learn

from letters received from time to time by

her aunt in Tarsus, breathing her soul

Mersinawards. This fact, coupled with

our past knowledge of her, leads us to hope

that her affections are in the courts of

God’s house. The Church is greatly at

fault if she is not remembered by us all

unceasingly at the throne of grace. She

has suffered much, and is still suffering,

for the Name’s sake of the Lord Jesus.

Owing to Miss Sterrett’s absence the

burden of both these schools fell principally

upon Miss McNaughton, though she was

ably assisted by the native teachers. Nasib

Jebboor especially aided her in the care of

the boys’ school, with a careful, conscien-

tious oversight of them out of school

hours. . . .

The Tarsus day school has varied from

30 to 45 under the unusually faithful care of

Ismail Machloof, who seems to do his work

as to the Lord. We have never found a

person more humble, gentle or faithful in

his work
;
at the same time, we feel that if

we had means at our disposal to employ a

more competent scholar to teach advanced

studies that the school would be greatly

enlarged, and we think its efficiency as

a missionary agency would be greatly

increased. A brother in Adana has had

three or four Fellah children under in-

struction. It seems a small work to report

in so large a city, in which we used to have

large and flourishing schools, but we must

not despise the day of small things. All

the children who enter any of our Mission

schools are carefully instructed in the prin-

ciples of Christianity.

Besides the teacher in Tarsus we have a
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Bible woman at work, and our dear, de-

voted evangelist, Yusuf Libnany, who, in

addition to his other good qualities, de-

serves to have special commendation for

the manner in which he discharges his

duties as the head of a family
;
his children

are admirably trained.

There have been two prayer-meetings a

week held in Tarsus, besides the two ser-

vices and Sabbath school on the Lord’s

day. Almost all the brethren have been

taught to lead in pi-ayer in these meetings

when called upon. The singing of psalms

Has been added to the service this year.

Last year they would only attempt singing

when they had a missionary present to

lead them. The regular attendance at

Sabbath school is about thirty, but some-

times is as high as fifty. Pastor Lohman,

of Constantinople, who examined our

Tarsus work, was much interested in it,

and left a donation of five and a half

Turkish liras to be expended for the benefit

of the school and the poor brethren. The

Mersina brethren also contributed some

assistance to those of the brethren in

Tarsus who were suffering for the necessi-

ties of life.

The Mersina Sabbath School is under

the superintendence of Dr. Metheny. The

average attendance has been 110. The

number of teachers is 11.

All the native brethren in Mission em-

ploy appear to have been working up to

the measure of their ability, with but one

or two exceptions, and even the exceptions

have not been chronic cases of unfaithful-

ness. As a rule they seem to be really in-

terested in the Lord’s work. Gratitude to

the brethren in America grows apace among

the brethren here. . . .

Nasib Jebboor, to whom reference has

been made, was employed as a teacher of

the missionaries. His heart was touched

by the Holy Spirit, as we believe ; he

sought admittance to church privileges

and was received. He has manifested an

amiable disposition and a burning zeal.

His influence in the church and throughout

both Tarsus and Mersina has been felt for

good. He has a strong desire to study

theology, if the Lord open up the way, and

we think we can commend him, after inti-

mate acquaintance, as a worthy and suit-

able candidate for the ministry of the

Church. He is a graduate of the Beirut

College. He understands Covenanter

principles, and is devoted to them. . . .

Dr. Metheny returned from America

apparently restored to health, but has not

retained the health he gained during the

vacation you so kindly granted him last

summer. Though not strong he has been

hard at work. He has held three clinics

per week, the attendance at which has

averaged thirty.

Conditions prevented us from undertak-

ing to carry on night meetings through the

town as vigorously as we did last year.

We found, also, that those in power in the

Greek Orthodox Church had straitly

threatened any who should either receive

us into their houses or attend our meetings

when held in the houses of others. They
had also enlisted the agent who rents the

land on which the majority of their shan-

ties are erected, and this agent had threat-

ened to destroy the houses of any who
opened their doors to our meetings. We
found that a company which owns a popu-

lar coffee house in the midst of a neighbor-

hood where many of our meetings had

been held was also in the conspiracy

against our meetings, on the ground that

the sound of our voices and our psalms

disturbed the equanimity of their patrons

when seeking enjoyment in the coffee gar-

den. Still we did succeed in holding a

goodly number of meetings, and through

them reaching some with the gospel.

We are still able to report, as on pre-

vious occasions, that attendance at our
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regular religious services has been full

;

but we regret to report that the Sabbath

afternoon prayer meetings, at which there

is always a rich feast of gospel truth well

presented, is less eagerly sought after by

some of the church members than it ought

to be. We are deeply concerned about

this evidence of lukewarmness among
them. . . .

We are always strengthened by the

kindly interest which Consul Washington,

of Alexandretta, manifests in us and our

work.

On behalf of the Mission,

JR. J. Dodds, Pres.

Lizzie McNaughton, Sec.

Cypkus.— . . . M. Daoud Saada has been

engaged as a colporteur and Bible reader in

Famagusta, Kyrenia, Nicosia and the sur-

rounding villages. In the spring months

he was in Famagusta and vicinity, and at

the request of Rev. R. H. Weakley I sent

him for the summer to Kyrenia. There

the Greeks got so excited because many
were coming to hear him preach that he

thought it wise to leave the place for

awhile, and he is spending the winter in

Nicosia and villages.

M. Antonios Vamvois is also a colpor-

teur-evangelist. He has his headquarters

in Limassol. At the request of the Bible

Society agent he spent May and -June in

Nicosia. Then he went home to Smyrna

and brought his wife, and she is, indeed,

a helpmeet for him in every respect.

He spent October and November in the

Bapho district and then returned to Lim-

assol, so we may say that his work has

been in the cities of Nicosia, Bapho and

Limassol and villages. He is at present in

Lepkara, one of the Larnaca villages.

You will remember Dr. Moore and family

spent their first summer in this village.

He has just sent for a supply of Bibles

and Testament and says :
“ Dr. Moore’s

sojourn in this village has prepared them

to listen to the gospel. At first they did

not care to buy any books, but now they

wish to have the book, so that they can

read for themselves.” . . .

We believe the work among the Arme-

nians in Nicosia will be more permanent

than in Larnaca, as there are about 200

Armenians here who have been in the

island for years, besides the refugees. . . .

I preached there five times and delivered

four illustrated lectures. Daoud and

Yamvois have both spent some time in the

city as evangelist-colporteurs
;

but as the

Armenian pastor has done most of th’e

work, I will let him give-his own report :

“My work from March 1st, 1898, to

March 1st, 1899, is as follows :

1st. Sermons 'preached 51

2nd. Prayer meetings held 26

3rd. Sabbath schools “ 51

4tli. The largest number present at

the preaching service 70

The least number present 25

The average of the year, about . . 40

5th. The largest number present at

prayer meeting 30

The smallest number present at

prayer meeting. 7

The average during year 15

6th. The largest number at Sabbath

school 20

The smallest number at Sabbath

school 8

7th. As they could not find work to do

here, many of the refugees have gone

away. The native Armenians (I mean the

old Church) are jealous. The Greeks do

not respect the Sabbath, so they are either

at work or in the coffee houses. Up to the

present both are friends with us. The

doors of the Gregorians are open for us,

and usually they like to hear the words of

the Bible and our advices, but do not like

to come to the Protestant church so much.

Sometimes we do have some Greek listen-

ers at church and Sabbath school.
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8th. The prospects for the future are

not so very, very bright, but still, bye and

bye, we hope it will be brighter and more

hopeful. We hope to be able to have a

communion after a time.

Haroutune Sarkissian.”

I have sent Pastor Sax-kissian’s report

just as sent by him, with a vex-y few cor-

rections, and from it you can see what he

is doing. The Sabbath that is wanting to

complete the year he was in Lax-naca and

preached for the Armenians here.

We thus submit our report for the work

of another year-, and our prayer is that the

Lord will bless His work more and more,

so that the time may soon come when not

only Cyprus but the whole world shall be

filled with the glory of the Lord.

I had hoped to be able to report the

Mission dwelling house finished, but will

have to leave that for another year.

Henry Easson.

AT HOME.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON

HOME MISSIONS.

The Committee would respectfully re-

port that the following papers have been

referred to ixs

:

1. The Report of the Central Board of

Missions.

2. Report of the Conference on Missions.

3. An item of the Report of Philadelphia

Presbytery relating to missionary insti-

tutes.

4. A resolution relating to the enlarge-

ment of Home Mission work.

These papers indicate that the work in

the several Missions has been carried for-

ward during the year with much eai-nest-

ness, and to a good degree of success by

the laborers
;
also that the financial sup-

port has been inadequate, the Domestic

Mission account showing a deficit of

$1,006.61, after the payment of only 25 per

cent, of the amount appropriated to the

Presbyteries ; the other Missions also

sliowiixg a falling off of the funds.

The congregations under the care of the

Central Board are Chicago, Denvex*, St.

Louis, Topeka, Mansfield, and Wahoo,
nearly all of which are in large centers of

population, where they may exert a great

influence and do much for the propagation

of the principles of a Covenanted Reforma-

tion. They desexwe strong support.

The Southei-n Mission appears to be in a

prosperous condition. We are glad to

note that the industrial department re-

cently established is in successful operation.

The Indian Mission has been passing

through trials dux-ing the veax-

,
especially

in sickness and death among the coxiverts

and the pupils. Yet it has accomplished

great results.

The Chinese Mission in Oakland, Cal.,

has been under the supervision of Mrs. N.

R. Johnstoxx since the death of Prof. James

Willson. She earnestly asks the Board to

relieve hei*, and appoint axx ordained minis-

ter to take charge of the work. We do not

find that the Board has taken action on

this mattei’, and call the attention of the

Synod to it for action.

The Jewish Missions in Philadelphia

and Cincinnati are ixnder the care of the

Presbyteries in which they are located.

The Board has asked Lakes Presbytery to

consider the propriety of discontinuing the

Mission in Cincinnati because of the lack of

funds. The Presbytei'y hesitates to do

this.

The paper relating to the enlargement

of the Home Mission work calls our atten-

tion to the fact that more means are needed

to give employment to the laborers of our

Church. Pastors ought to strive to awaken

the spirit of liberality in all our congrega-

tions. The appointment of a Missionary

Secretary, however, has been superseded,

for the present at least, by the action of

the Board recommending Synod to instruct
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Presbyteries to appoint committees to do

this work.

We recommend the following :

1st. That the Jewish Mission in Cincin-

nati be continued, and share in the common
fund for Jewish Missions this year.

2. That Presbyteries everywhere be ad-

vised to hold Missionary Institutes and

other meetings to awaken the people to

realize the importance of Missions and the

duty of sustaining them.

3. That Synod take action on the resig-

nation of Mrs. N. It. Johnston, Superin-

tendent of the Chinese Mission in Oakland,

and on the appointment of a missionary to

take charge of the work.*

4. That the Report of Central Board be

published.

5. That Rev. B. M. Sharpe be elected a

member of the Central Board of Missions.

Respectfully submitted,

J. C. McFeeters,

J. M. Foster,

James Patton,

T. G. Graham,

A. J. Reed.

REPORT OF CENTRAL BOARD.

In making our annual report we call the

attention of Synod at the outset to the

condition of our treasury. Last year 50

per cent, of the amount appropriated to the

Presbyteries was paid. The deficit in the

Domestic Mission Fund, as reported to

Synod, was $179.26. This year but 25 per

cent, of the appropriations to the Presby-

teries was paid. The deficit in the same

fund on May 1st was $1,006.61. Last

year the Southern Mission Fund was over-

drawn $171.91. This year the overdraft

is $959.25. The balance of $1,831.20 re-

ported in the Indian Mission Fund last

year has been reduced to $222.15. The

Chinese Mission Fund had a balance last

* This item was referred to Central Board of Missions
,

and, if in theirjudgment a missionary should be appointed,

they were instructed to order a collection.

year of $1,278.99. This year it has but

$497.88. The balance in the Jewish Mis-

sion Fund a year ago was $329.96. This

year it is $258.12.

Synod is asked to give this matter its

most serious attention, in order that the

Board may know exactly upon what to

depend in planning its work for the

future. It should be borne in mind that

the Board has no surplus fund on which to

draw in emergencies.

Domestic Mission.

—

The congregations

of Chicago, Denver, Mansfield, St. Louis,

Topeka and Wahoo were placed under our

care at your last meeting.

The health of Mr. Wylie, of Chicago, has

continued good. He has been able to

carry on his work without interruption.

During the winter and also this spring he

took a short vacation. Arrangements were

made by him by which the work was car-

ried on during his absence without ad-

ditional expense. An effort was made to

enlarge the operations during the year.

There is a number of members of the

church at Evanston, about twelve miles

distant from the hall in which our services

are held. A society was organized there

and a Sabbath school started. By a pri-

vate arrangement made by Mr. Wylie,

Rev. G. P. Raitt took charge of the work.

It was soon found, however, that sufficient

funds to meet the necessary expenses could

not be raised, and the project was aban-

doned. The congregation, though not as

large as reported a year ago, is in good

condition. The ordinances are well at-

tended, and the members united and earn-

est in their efforts to do what they can to

make it self-sustaining. The contributions

show an increase of $118. The Sabbath

school has grown from 60 to 98, and in

addition there are 20 in the Home Depart-

ment. During the month of April a lady

missionary was employed, with good

results.
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The prospects for steady growth in Den-

ver Congregation are good. The pastor,

Mr. Acheson, is encouraged in his work.

The members are not financially strong.

The debt on the church building, amount-

ing to $2,000, is felt to be a heavy burden.

Total contributions, $1,075.

Licentiates Jack and Benn and Rev. W.
H. Hunter supplied the pulpit of Mans-

field Congregation for short periods. Lat-

terly it has depended on Ohio Presbytery

for appointments. The membership is 35.

They are not able to contribute much for

the support of the gospel.

Licentiates McCune and Pearce and Rev.

W. M. Hunter labored for a few months in

St. Louis, by appointment of the Board.

Of late the congregation has secured its own
supplies. The members are hopeful that

before long they will be able to arrange for

the settlement of a pastor over them.

Rev. H. P. McClurkin continues, by our

appointment and with acceptance to the

members, in charge of Topeka Congrega-

tion. The prospects are encouraging. The

burden of church debt has been removed.

Rev. W. C. Paden has been continued

stated supply in Wahoo during the year.

The congregation, which is in good working

order, requests his reappointment. There

is a number of our members living at

Brownlee, about 300 miles distant, to

which Mr. Paden occasionally ministers.

In accordance with the direction of

Synod, “that if collections and appropria-

tions received during the Synodical year

for the support of Domestic Missions

should not be sufficient to meet the appro-

priations of Synod, then said appropria-

tions shall be paid pro rata, as last year, as

far as the funds on hand will permit,”

there was paid to the Presbyteries 25 per

cent, of the amounts appropriated.

Supplements expire as follows: $500 to

Kansas City, May 22, 1899; $5 a Sab-

bath to Wahoo, at meeting of Synod
;
$500

to Denver, June 1, 1899 ; $500 to Mc-

Keesport, June 18, 1899; $500 to Topeka,

July 1, 1899; $100 to Seattle, July 1, 1900.

The only remaining supplement is $20 a

week to Chicago.

Receipts :

Congregations $1,909 65

Dividend 1,584 88

Bequest and other sources 1,829 87

$5,324 40

Expenditures

:

Balance overdrawn. $179 26

Expenditures 6,151 75 6,331 01

Balance overdrawn $1,006 61

We ask for this Mission $6,000 00

Southern Mission.—The school opened

on Monday, October 3, 1898, with an en-

rollment on the first day of 367. Before

the close of the month it was above 400.

To provide for so large a number the grades

were arranged for seven rooms, instead of

six. . . . The enrollment for the year was

547; average attendance, 447. The expenses

have been larger than usual on account of

the extra help employed, the severe winter,

etc. Money has been quite scarce, as the

price of cotton was low, and, besides, the

expenses of living were increased on

account of the severity of the winter.

Still, enough has been collected to meet

the incidental expenses of the school, to

pay the three additional teachers, and to

leave a small balance in the treasury.

On account of the large attendance of

scholars and the pressure of school work,

there was not as much attention given to

the industrial department as had been in-

tended. Something, however, has been

accomplished. The boys’ workshop was in

operation for two hours each day. The
desks to seat the rooms of Miss Hunt and

Miss Kingston were made there, and a good
deal of other work was done. The girls of

No. 6 were given instruction in sewing.
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Valley Creek school is still in charge of

Mr. Phillips, and Pleasant Grove of Mr.

Pickens. The number of scholars in at-

tendance was not as large as in former

years. This was owing to the severity of

the winter, and the large amount of rain pre-

venting the farmers getting their crops in

as early as usual. The number of scholars

at Pleasant Grove was 34 and at Valley

Creek 28. Both were opened for five

months. They will have a short session

in July and August.

Owing to deaths, removals and disci-

pline, the congregation will report a de-

crease. There has not been any accession

during the year. The congregation will

be able to meet all its expenses. Mr. King-

ston is still stated supply.

The Sabbath schools at Pine Grove,

Pleasant Grove and Valley Camp are

still canied on, and are in good con-

dition. The aggregate attendance in all

the schools, including the Congregational,

is about 500.

Rev. A. J. McFarland and Elder R. J.

Bole, of Beaver Falls, visited the Mission.

Dr. McFarland addressed audiences in our

own, the Baptist and Methodist churches.

In closing his report, our superintend-

ent, Rev. R. J. Mclsaac, called upon the

Church “ to take measures to enlarge the

work and strengthen it. Owing to the

closing of the Congregational school, which

was burned last year, there is an opportu-

nity for extending it. There will be plenty

of pupils for us to work among. The school

year 1898-9 has beeD encouraging. The at-

tendance has been large, the work of the

teachers thorough and painstaking, and the

progress of the pupils reasonably good.”

Receipts

:

Congregations $1,638 73

Dividend 215 73

Bequests and other sources .. 2,231 08

$4,085 54

Expenditures :

Balance overdrawn. $471 91

Expenditures 4,572 88

$5,044 79

Balance overdrawn $959 25

We ask for this Mission $5,000 00

Indian Mission.—The year that has just

come to a close has been very different

from any preceding in the history of this

Mission. There have been more trials and

greater opposition than ever before. There

was an unusual amount of sickness. The
grippe in a severe form first made its ^ap-

pearance, and afterwards, before all of our

sick had recovered, the roseola and the

measles. Almost all of the children and

some of the white people had the former,

and a number of the children also the lat-

ter. The school was suspended for a

month, as the children’s eyes would not

bear the studying, and the teachers had

their time, day and night, so occupied at-

tending to the sick that they could not

work in the schoolroom.

The number of deaths has been large.

Within the past eight months five of the

church members and two of the baptized

have died. Mr. Carithers has assisted in

the burial of no less than thirteen persons

within the last three months.

The Church is familiar with the details

of the murder of one of our members,

Antonio Martinez, on January 26tli, about

three miles from his home. He was a

Mexican, and about fifty years of age. In

1892 he united with the church. He has

acted as interpreter, for which he was well

qualified. No certain clue as to the per-

petrators of the crime or the motive that

led to it has as yet been obtained. Re-

specting Martinez, Mr. Carithers writes:

“ He was a quiet, peaceable man in his life,

and the universal testimony was that the

murder could not have been committed

because of a quarrel. The influence of the
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Spirit in applying the truth made a great

change in his life ; in the kindliness with

which he cared for his wife and family, in

the comforts he gathered around his home,

and in the readiness with which he would

engage in religious exercises.”

The work of field matron was inaugurated

last July, and Miss Alice Carithers was ap-

pointed to the position. Her duty is to

visit the Indians in their homes. Since

October she has visited 379 families, spend-

ing 61 nights with the Indians.

The Mission force at the present time

consists of Rev. W. W. Carithers, superin-

tendent ;
Miss Mary Staley and Miss Fran-

ces Thomas, teachers
;
Miss Joanna Speer,

matron
;
Miss Maggie Walkinshaw, laun-

dress, and Mr. C. P. Robb, farmer.

Regular Sabbath services have been held

during the year. Licentiate John Robb
spent his summer vacation at the Mission

while Mr. Carithers was away. Service

was also held at Lime Creek until Febru-

ary, when notice was given that the Indians

did not wish any more preaching, and at

their request the building in which services

were held was removed from their land.

The Indiaus there were never favorable to

our work. About the time the work at

Lime Creek stopped, a settlement of

Apaches, about six miles distant from the

Mission, asked for Bible instruction. A
service is held there now every Sabbath

morning. Excellent attention is given.

The Lord’s Supper was dispensed but

once this year. There was an addition of

three members. Owing to the decrease by

death there will be reported a net decrease

of two. Arrangements have been made for

the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper after

the meeting of Synod.

Except for the interruption occasioned

by sickness, the work in the school has

been carried on steadily. The number of

scholars enrolled was 61 ; total days at-

tendance, 1 1, i 93 ; Bible verses committed,

9,505 ; Catechism committed, 592 ; re-

viewed, 4,493 ; Brown’s questions commit-

ted, 1,030. The whole school read con-

tinuously from the first of 1st Peter to the

close of the Bible, and from the beginning

of Genesis through Nehemiah. The Testi-

mony and the Shorter Catechism to the

Sixth Commandment were explained to the

whole school. Time was spent each Sab-

bath in reading and explaining the Gospels

of Matthew and John and the book of

Revelation. All the scholars were given

lessons in vocal music. The penny collec-

tions amounted to $35.

“ In a general way,” Mr. Carithers adds,

“ the people are making progress, some
advancing faster than others. It is not

strange that when the old life and its

superstitions sweep in on them they yield

a little at some points.

“ The difficulties we have been called on

to meet during the year have in many in-

stances been severe trials of *our faith, but

they are a call to the Church to arise and

put on her strength, for though the enemy
of souls exert himself to the utmost, yet

they that be with us are more than they

that be with them.

“It is a joyous thought that some of

those who were taken from us had accepted

the Saviour, and their going home was a

glad one. It is encouraging to think that

the work in the Mission here was the

means in God’s hand in bringing the truth

to their attention.”

-Receipts

:

Balance $1,831 20

Congregations 707 10

Bequests and other sources . . . 3,224 29

$5,762 59

Expenditures

:

Expenditures $5,540 44

Balance $222 15

We ask for this Mission $3,000 00



220 News of the Churches.

Chinese Mission.—In her report for the

month of April, Mrs. Johnston informed us

of the death of Prof. James H. Willson, for

many years closely connected with the

Mission. “A good man,” she adds, “ has

gone. He was a faithful and patient

teacher, and one who was anxious for the

salvation of a people who know little of the

value of the soul. The Christian Chinese

revere his memory.” Mr. Johnston con-

ducted the services, assisted by Rev. David

Morrow, of the General Synod of the R. P.

Church. The force in the Mission at the

present time is : Superintendent, Mrs.

Rosanna Johnston ; assistants, Miss Grace

Johnston and Lu Yen.

Rev. N. R. Johnston has conducted ser-

vices on the Sabbath as his health permit-

ted. As an acknowledgment of unrequited

services, the Board appropriated to him

$200 out of the Mission funds.

A change in the location of the Mission

has been mad£, and, Mrs. Johnston writes,

with advantage. It is now in a more de-

sirable part of the city.

The number of scholars enrolled during

the year was 47. The number of church

members is 16 ;
of these 9 reside in Oak-

land, 3 are in China and 1 in Canada.

Mrs. Johnston has proved herself to be

well fitted for the position of superintend-

ent. We regret that she cannot see her

way clear to act longer in that capacity.

At the close of her last report to the Board

she makes the following statement : ‘‘Again

at the close of this school year I now resign

the position of superintendent of the Oak-

land Chinese Mission. In doing so I leave

a work in which I am deeply interested,

but one that should be in the hands of an

ordained minister, with an efficient corps

of teachers. The two years’ labor has been

to me a constant toiling in rowing against

wind and tide. We will bold the school

and try to keep it in good condition until

other workers shall come with new ener-

gies and enthusiasm.”

This matter is referred to Synod along

with the condition of the treasury, amount-
ing to a balance of $497.88.

Receipts :

Balance $1,278 99

Congregations 22 07

Dividend 5 10

Bequest and other sources . . . 328 86

$1,635 02

Expenditures

:

Expenditures $1,137 14

Balance $497 88

Jewish Mission.

—

We have carried out

the direction of Synod with reference to

the Missions in Cincinnati and Philadel-

phia, forwarding the moneys contributed

to the treasurers as needed.

Owing to the fact that the money raised

is insufficient to support both Missions,

we called the attention of Lakes Pres-

bytery to the propriety of discontinu-

ing the Jewish work at Cincinnati, and

we again present this matter to

Synod.

Receipts

:

Balance $329 96

Congregations 654 09

Other sources 466 57

$1,450 62

Expenditures

:

Expenditures $1,192 50

Balance $258 12

We recommend the election of Rev. B.

M. Sharpe as a member of the Board.

J. W. Sproull, Ch.

A. C. Coulter, Sec.

W. J. Coleman, Cor. Sec.
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MONOGRAPHS.
STORY OF A CONVERT IN SUADIA.
On Saturday, after being baptized, bis

people turned him out. On Sabbath even-

ing be went home again, but still they

would not receive him. On Saturday bis

mother said, “ Let us strip him of bis

clothes and send him back to them naked.’’

Sabbath night two young men came, pre-

tending to be friends and wanting him to

go with them, so that they could take him

to a meeting which they had convened in

a neighbor’s house for the purpose of

beating him. I suspected what was up

and I told them that I had invited him to

be my guest for the night. Several times

through the night they scaled the wall and

tried to get at him. On Monday I thought

I had better go and call on his people.

His mother had frequently been to our

clinic. She was in a great rage, but after

some talking she calmed down. His

cousin, a young lad a year or so younger

than Simaan, was there, and said, “ We do

not know anything about Christ. We
follow the Greek Church.” After some

talk his mother said, “ Well, let him come

home but as soon as he entered, his

father said, “ You must choose, right here

and now, to forsake this way.” All his

pleading was in vain, and, after beating

him the third time, he again turned him

out. All the way the neighbors followed

him with stones
;
but God, in His provi-

dence, preserved him, and, beyond being

sore, he was not hurt. We have to take

care of him until we see what turns up. I

am not without hope that his people will

come round. It is the neighbors who have

stirred them up, and, as they are ignorant

people,. I have no doubt it seems a sad

thing to them I had to make him a

change of clothes as we have no ready-

made clothes here, and when one has no

machine and things have to be made in a

hurry, it is rather troublesome. We ask

your earnest prayers for this young

brother that his faith may endure, for his

parents that the Lord may change their

hearts, for ns that we may know just the

right thing to do. I may tell you that his

example has had a great effect on a number

of the boys, and I should not be surprised

to see several decide for Christ. There is

an evident wave of conviction going over

the school. Boys that have been thought-

less ai’e more serious, and those who were

ready with an answer, evidently without

the least thought, are silent. I trust the

Church of Christ will not wrong their own
souls by ceasing to pray for us in this

crisis. We need fervent, believing prayer

for a manifestation of the Spirit. We are

thankful for what we have seen of the

Spirit’s working, but we would see more.

We long to see all our boys and gii’ls enter

the kingdom. Meta Cunningham.

DECLARATION OF SYNOD FOR 1899.

Baptism of Greek Converts.

Synod reaffirms its action of last year

and refers to the brief argument then pre-

sented in support of it.

The action referred to reads as follows :

“ This question does not relate to a new
matter but to a change. The mission in

Syria dates back 42 years. Our early mis-

sionaries met the question of rebaptism of

converts from corrupt Christian sects.

Other missionaries had met the question.

The United Presbyterians in Egypt do not

rebaptize their converts. The Presbyte-

rian missionaries do not. The Congrega-

tional missionaries for a time had different

procedures at first among themselves. The
venerable Dr. Barnum at Harpoot sayB :

‘ When I came to this country in the
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spring of 1858, this question was much
agitated. The missionaries at Mosul, Di-

arbekir and Yozzet argued strongly in favor

of it, while all the rest, so far as I now re-

member, including such veterans as Drs.

Dwight, Goodell, Hamlin, the Blisses, etc.,

opposed anything like compulsion. The
majority of the latter class were opposed to

rebaptism upon principle, while a few

would recommend it to the candidate, at the

same time leaving it to his own conscience.

Such missionaries put the matter before

candidates, explaining the nature of the

ordinance, and baptizing those who were

persuaded, while others were received on

their old baptism.’ For many years the

Congregational missionaries have not re-

baptized converts from corrupt Christian

sects. The Presbyterian Church in the

United States, which formerly required the

rebaptism of converts from the Roman
Catholic Church, now leaves the session to

decide in the several cases. Our own
Church has not reversed her action of re-

quiring converts from the Papal Church to

be rebaptized, and reaffirmed it in 1881 in

a question from the Syrian Commission.

It then decided that converts from the

Roman Catholics were to be rebaptized,

when certain Greeks had been received

without baptism, who were, as afterwards

ascertained, members of the Roman Cath-

olic Church. (Minutes 1881, pp. 251, 265.)

The course of our early missionaries and of

the fathers of our Church and the Foreign

Mission Board was not taken without

thought. They drew a line between Papal

sects and other corrupt Christian sects, in

the crowning impiety of Rome in claiming

infallibility for a mere man and making him

head of the Church. They were not in-

sensible of the corruptions of the other

sects, to be renounced by any converts

making a profession in our Church. Your

committee has given attention to the

exhibition of the corruptions of the Greek

Church by Rev. J. Boggs Dodds, but we
cannot recommend any change in the course

of our foreign missionaries in not requiring

of Greek converts rebaptism.”

On Temperance.

The following resolutions were adopted:

1. This Synod respectfully, but most

earnestly, enter protest against the action

of the officers of the Government in rela-

tion to their interpretation of the law of

Congress in reference to the prohibition of

the sale of liquors in the army canteen.

2. We reiterate the third item of the re-

port of last year and emphasize its impor-

tance. It is as follows :
“ That we especially

protest against the opening of saloons near

schools and colleges as a crime against the

youth, and condemn the conduct of those

teachers a
%
nd professors who advocate and

defend a system that would degrade and

destroy the noble youth of the CLrnrch and

nation
;
and we counsel parents to send

their children to no school where the pro-

fessors do not wage an uncompromising

warfare against the saloon.

3. We recommend that the fourth Sab-

bath of November be observed as temper-

ance day.

4. The present position of the Church on

the tobacco question is a very advanced

position, if we compare it with her attitude

on the same question twenty-five years ago.

Sessions are not allowed to ordain to the

office of elder or deacon any who use it

until they promise to refrain. Presbyteries

are directed to refuse license or ordination

to the ministry to any applicant who uses

tobacco, and who will not cease its use. It

is time that an advanced step be taken.

We recommend, first, that Sessions be now

enjoined, when examining applicants for

full privileges in the Church, to carefully

inquire concerning the tobacco habit, and

insist that the young shall keep themselves

pure. Second, the Synod believes that the
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time is not far distant when our position

against the manufacture or sale of tobacco

will take definite form, and become incor-

porated in our Testimony.

5. That the officers of this Synod be

authorized to address the President of the

United States in the name of the Synod of

the Reformed Presbyterian Church to most

respectfully and earnestly urge and implore

him as the commander of the armies of the

United States and as responsible to the na-

tion and accountable to God for the moral

and physical well-being of the sons of the

nation enrolled in her armies, to interpose

his authority and prohibit the sale of in-

toxicating drinks in the army canteen.

Bkigham H. Robebts.

To the United States House of Repre-

sentatives of the Fifty-sixth Congress :

The undersigned earnestly petition your

honorable body to refuse a seat to that

open and avowed polygamist, Brigham H.

Roberts, of Utah, on the ground that his

life is in flagrant violation of the law of

God and of the land in reference to the

marriage relation ; that his election was a

virtual violation of the covenants nfhde be-

tween the Mormon leaders and the General

Government when Utah was admitted as a

State
;
that it would encourage the continu-

ance of polygamous practices in Utah and

their defiant revolt against the Government

and American institutions
;
that it would

offend the moral sensibilities of the people

of the United States, and be a stigma on the

nation itself in the eyes of the civilized world.

The foregoing petition, introduced by R.

M. Blackwood,was indorsed by a unanimous

vote of the Synod of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church, June 5, 1899, at Mansfield,

Ohio, and the officers of the Court were

authorized so to attest.

Sabbath Schools.

We recommend:

1.

That pastors and superintendents be

more prompt and careful in furnishing

facts sought for in these reports.

2. That pastors and Sessions be more

earnest in seeking to awaken the people to

a sense of their responsibilities and be

more zealous in leading the activities of

the Church until this branch of our wrork

shall be enlarged to the full measure of

our abilities and opportunities.

3. That Sessions be urged to see that a

larger place be given to the study of the

Standards of the Church for use in the

Sabbath schools and report the same at

next Synod.

4. That we endeavor to render more

close the connections between the Sabbath

school and the regular services of the

Church. That mission scholars be taught

the value of worship in the public adminis-

tration of the ordinances, and, as far as

possible, be induced to attend them.

5. That the Synod renews its recom-

mendations to the schools of the Home
Department, and the graded system, and

recommends the Teachers’ and Normal

Department.

Yoong People’s Societies.

The advent of the Young People’s Soci-

ety is a comparatively recent event. A few

years ago there were none in the Church.

Now they are found in a majority of our

congregations. The statistical report of

last year would seem to indicate that there

were then societies in sixty-six of our con-

gregations. Synod has frequently recom-

mended the formation of societies under

the control and direction of the Sessions of

the various congregations, and where the

conditions are such as to render practical

the carrying out of their recommendations,

congregations that have not yet organized

societies will do well to consider the advan-

tages to be derived from them.

So far as relates to our own Church it-

self, the Young People’s Society is capable



224 Monographs.

of serving, and ought to be made to serve

three ends at least

:

1. The deepening of the spiritual life of

the young people. This it does through

the devotional method. A prominent feature

of the society is its prayer-meeting. Here
the incense of prayer and praise ascends to

God, and here the Word is studied and the

heart touched by its vivifying power. Jesus

taught His disciples in the first year of

their disciplesliip to pray, and here the

young disciple is taught to pray. Jesus

said to the disciples, ‘^Search the Scrip-

tures, they testify of Me, in them ye think

ye have eternal life,” and here He still

teaches us to search the Word, whose en-

trance giveth light and by whose power we
are sanctified. As Covenanters we have

an advantage not enjoyed by all churches,

which gives a peculiar value to our de-

votional meetings, in that we have a sim-

pler, more scriptural and more spiritual

worship than is found in many other

churches. These societies under the wise

and judicious guidance of Sessions have

already .proved themselves an efficient

means for deepening the spiritual life of

the youth. In this purpose they must be

held true, and everything possible ought to

be done to increase their power to quicken

and deepen the spiritual life of the Church.

2. The training of the young people for

the service of the Church. These societies

ought to be a training school for the

Church. The youth need to be impressed

with the thought that the business of their

lives is to serve Christ in the service of the

Church. They must be taught that the

life and all that it possesses belongs to

Christ and He is to be served with all.

The Church also needs trained workers.

An important part of this training will be

obtained in the devotional meetings of the

society, where the youth are taught to

pray, where they learn the Word of God,

where the promised Spirit may be expected,

and from these meetings they ought to go

forth better fitted to pray with others, to

touch their lives with the living power of

the truth manifested in their own lives and

thus help to lead them to Christ.

The reports that we have received indi-

cate that among the young people of the

Church there is a good degree of activity,

almost every society reporting some special

line of work carried on by them in addition

to the devotional meetings. It is well

known that for several years the young
people of one of our congregations have

paid the salary of the missionary to Cyprus.

Several others maintain each a bed in the

hospital at Latakia. Others are engaged

in home mission work, or furthering re-

form interests, of dispensing good litera-

ture through the press, or other ways.

There the youth are being brought into

closer touch with the work of the Church.

One of the most interesting facts learned

from these reports is the number of tithe

payers among the youth of the Church.

Of twenty-three societies that answer this

question, only one reported no tithe payer.

Several^ report a large majority of the

members giving on this system, while one

reported that every member is a tithe

pajer. Almost forty per cent, of the mem-
bership of these societies practice this

method of giving. This is a most encour-

aging report, indicating the readiness of

the youth to accept the teaching of the

Synod on this subject, and is full of hope

for the future.

,
3. To draw the young people of the

Church into closer touch with one another

and deepen their attachment to the truth

as it is in Jesus. In union there is strength.

If our Church is to be strong, we must be

drawn into as close touch with one an-

other as possible. It is the truth that

makes free. If we are to be free ourselves

and help to make others free, we must i)e

deeply attached to and firmly hold the
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truth. To this end Synod last year re-

commended that Presbyteries seek to form

Presbyterian unions, under Presbyterian

oversight, and embracing all the various

local societies and the young people not in

local societies. This recommendation has

met with favor from many of the young

people themselves, and some Presbyteries

have already taken action looking towards

the carrying out of this recommendation.

It is certainly desirable that our young

people shall be brought into closer touch

with one another, and that their attach-

ment to the truth that we hold in trust for

the regeneration of the world, shall be

deepened, and it is sincerely believed that

a Presbyterian union can accomplish more

in this respect than can be done by merely

local societies.

We recommend

:

1. That as far as practicable Sessions

that have not already organized their

young people consider the advisability of

taking steps to do so.

2. That local societies, while seeking to

keep in touch with all the work of the

Church, be encouraged to concentrate their

efforts on some particular line of work as

opportunity may afford, or have mission

Sabbath school work, circulating reform

literature, circulating petitions on behalf

of reform legislation, or any similar work

that may open up to them.

3. Synod expresses its satisfaction at the

large acceptance by the youth of the

Church of the tithe system of giving, and

expressly recommends it to all the youth.

J. S. Thomson,

J. S. Martin,

R. J. MoIsaac,

Of the Committee.

GREAT ENOUGH TO BE HUMBLE.

The late Sir James J. Simpson, the dis-

coverer of chloroform, and in his own

branch of the medical profession facile

princeps, was asked in his last days

what he considered his greatest dis-

covery to have been. His answer was,

“ That I am a sinner, and that Jesus

Christ is my Saviour.” That greatest of

discoveries was made on Christmas-day,

1861. Immediately on the back of it came

the missionary instinct which sent him to

his native town to bear witness for Christ,

and this was followed by his first appear-

ance in the same capacity before an Ed-

inburgh audience. It was a stirring

scene. In the new Assembly Hall every

foot of standing room was occupied. Not

a few in the audience owed their own or

their friends’ lives to his care, and many

were deeply moved as the wonder-working

physician rose to speak. His first words

were

:

“ I’m not ashamed to own my Lord,

Nor to defend His cause,

Maintain the glory of His cross,

And honor all His laws.

“Jesus, my Lord, I know His name,

His name is all my boast,

Nor will He put my soul to shame,

Nor let my hope be lost.”

Eight years later, when he himself lay

dying, he asked for one whom he knew,

and who was also seriously ill. He was

told of him that, in speaking of the pros-

pect beyond the grave, he had said, “ It

is all darkness there.” “ Oh, tell him,”

said Sir James, “ that it's all light there ;

the darkness is only here.” And when a

ministerial friend, who was often with him,

told him that, like John at supper, he

should lay his head on Christ’s bosom and

rest there, he answered, “ I am afraid

I cannot do that-, but I think I have hold

of the hem of His garment .”—Medical

Missions.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—The Synod of 1899 is over. In our

judgment it was, without any exception, the

most pleasant and helpful meeting that has

been held within a decade of years. The

Moderator, Rev. James A. Black, of Wy-
man, la., contributed very much to this

result by his modest, yet manly bearing,

and his impartial rulings on all points that

demanded the decision of the presiding

officer. There was necessarily difference

of opinion in regard to certain questions,

but there was nothing in any discussion to

disturb the harmony of the assembly. The

only rivalry seemed to be in the manifesta-

tion of Christian courtesy.

The meeting would, as it seems to us,

have been even more profitable if less time

had been devoted to the discussion of

merely declaratory reports, and more time

to the consideration of those relating to

the aggressive activities of the Church.

Its missionary operations at home and

abroad were crowded into an hour and a

half or two hours at the close of Synod,

when several members had left, and those

who remained were weary and anxious to

get away. In future the Order of Busi-

ness should be made as perfect as possible,

and then each report should be allowed to

have the place and time assigned to it.

The declaratory deliverances of Synod on

Temperance, Sabbath Observance, Secret

Societies and other questions of the hour,

will be found in Olive Trees, and should

be examined and acted upon, but why

give such an uudue proportion of time to

the discussion of papers that are simply a

necessary reiteration from year to year of

the position of the Church ?

—The following are the appropriations

of Synod for the current year

:

Home for the Aged $ 1,000

Aged Ministers’ Fund 1,500

Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund $1,500

Domestic Mission 6,000

Indian “ 3,000

Southern “ 5,000

Jewish “ 2,000

Foreign “ 15,000

Mission to China 5,000

National Reform 5,000

Testimony Bearing 4,000

Theological Seminary 1,500

Geneva College 1,000

Church Erection 5,000

Sustentation 6,000

Ecumenical Conference

$62,500

This total looks large, yet is within

easy reach of the Church. Attention is

called to the articles on Systematic Benefi-

cence that have already appeared in our

columns or may yet be published. The
proposal of Rev. Dr. J. C. McFeeters, to

keep this subject before the people for a

year, has yielded fruit. And we have

steadfastly refused to give insertion to

papers that deny the law of the tithe, and

would call forth controversy on a ques-

tion that, so far as the Reformed Presby-

terian Church is concerned, is settled.

Our aim is to exalt tithe giving as a

privilege and inseparably connected with

blessing to all who love to do the Lord’s

will in this regard.

The total appropriations for distinctively

missionary and reform work is $51,000.

More than this amount can easily be given

and will be joyously paid into the Treas-

uries of the Church, if missionary facts are

kept before a people whose hearts are gov-

erned by personal devotion to Christ. We
will continue to deprecate appeals that

can only result in impulse-giving, but ex-

tend a cordial invitation to Secretaries of
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the several Missions of the Church, to give

a bi-monthly statement of the news of

each enterprise, and its claim to the loyal

support of the people.

—Last year Olive Trees not only opened

its columns to the advocacy of the Home
Missions, but wrote personal letters to rep-

resentative missionaries, asking them for

an occasional brief statement of such facts

as the people needed to know, that it might

call attention to them and thus awaken a

new interest in them. A missionary jour-

nal going into the homes of missionary-

loving men and women with its story of

missionary effort will not fail to secure a

share in their liberal contributions to mis-

sionary enterprises. How can anyone be

expected to give money to that of which

he knows nothing, and in which, conse-

quently, he has no interest ? But, if he

loves the Lord’s work and you keep con-

stantly before him facts that prove that

the mission for which you desire help is

doing the Lord’s work, he will certainly

help to sustain it. And soon there will be

no reports of overdrawn Treasuries.

—At the Synod of 1898, five delegates

were appointed to attend the Ecumenical

Conference in New York, the last ten days

of April, 1900, and at the Synod of 1899 a

collection was ordered towards the expenses

of that great gathering. The General

Committee, in its repoi't on Preparation,

has the following paragraph: “As every

evangelical denomination is invited to be

represented at the Conference, so every

Church desiring should have this privilege

of contributing something towards it. It

is thought that the sum of five dollars,

which will not be burdensome to most

churches, will accomplish this object and

provide without further cost, for the send-

ing of a copy of the Report, to be issued

in two volumes, to every Church thus con-

tributing to the General Fund.” It would

be a graceful act for each congregation in

the Reformed Presbyterian Church to con-

tribute five dollars for this purpose, and

present the volume of Proceedings to its

pastor, thus furnishing him with a

Thesaurus of missionary information that

will enrich his sermons for years, and bring

a blessing to the souls of his hearers.

The money contributed should be sent

to Mr. Walter T. Miller, Cotton Exchange

Building. Any balance after paying the

amount due the Conference will be appro-

priated to the Foreign Missions and re-

ported to Synod.

—At Synod the following offerings were

handed in for Foreign Missions, and have

been forwarded to the Treasurer

:

Junior Christian Endeavor of First

Boston, for education of a boy in

Latakia School $13 00

L. M. Society of Eskridge, Kan., to-

wards payment of debt 3 75

Mr. C. H. Stormont, of Sparta, 111.,

$25 to General Fund, and $25 for

Mersina Hospital 50 00

Rev. Isaiah Faris, of Yernon, Mich.,

$20 for Syrian Mission, and $10
for Mission to China 30 00

Third annual payment of Y. P. S. C.

E. of New Castle, Pa., for cot in

Latakia Hospital, through J. C.

Allen, Treasurer 50 00

—Olive Trees also received at Synod,

from Rev. Dr. C. D. Trumbull, $100, pro-

ceeds of sale of Elliota Church property.

This money has been seut to the Treasurer

of Church Erection Fund.

—Since last issue the following pay-

ments have been made towards salary of

pastors’ missionary for a sixth year

:

Rev. B. M. Sharp $20 00

Rev. John S. Duncan 10 00

Rev. A. Kilpatrick 5 00

Rev. J. G. Reed 15 00

Rev. S. R. Wallace 10 00

The following contributions have also

been received towards salary of young
women’s missionary for seventh year

:
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Mrs. Myrtle McDowell $3 65

Shambaugh, Pa.

Mrs. Jennie B. Kennedy 5 20

Antiocb, Syria.

Mrs. M. E. Latimer 5 00

Rose Point, Pa.

Mrs. S. G. Connor 10 00

Miss Jennie N. Connor 12 50

Venice, Pa.

Miss Lizzie E. Huey 3 65

Olathe, Kan.

—An envelope, addressed to the pastor

of 2d New York and deposited in the col-

lection box first Sabbath in June, contained

two dollars, “ a mite for the Foreign Mis-

sion debt ” from “a member.”

—The Mission El-Elman is indebted to

M. Said Hawi for twelve dollars.

—Saturday, May 27th, Rev. Janies S.

Stewart and family were at Beirut, after a

very pleasant voyage from Marseilles to

that port. They were in good health, and

expected to reach Latakia June 4th

—Mr. C. A. Dodds, missionary-elect to

Syria, was ordained to the work of the

ministry by Pittsburg Presbytery, at

Mansfield, Ohio, Friday, June 2d, and

will leave for his chosen field of labor in

October.

—The report of the Stated Clerk of

Synod, Rev. Dr. J. W. Sproull, supplies the

following facts : Congregation, 113 ; mission

stations, 111; ministers, 124; licentiates,

21; students of theology, 3; communi-

cants, 9,875 ;
Sabbath school attendance,

10,387 ;
Young People’s Society attend-

ance, 2,436 ;
total contributions, $164,485 ;

eighty congregations have pastors, six

others are under the care of the Central

Board, three under the Foreign Mission

Board, four have stated supplies.

There are forty-six unsettled ministers,

of whom six are laboring under the direc-

tion of the Central Board, seven are foreign

missionaries, two are professors in the

Theological Seminary, two in Geneva Col-

lege, two are stated supplies, three are in

reform work, three are in other employ-

ment, and ten, on account of age or in-

firmity, are not able to engage actively in

the work of the ministry.

—Items and articles that have been

crowded out by missionary reports and dec-

larations of Synod will appear in August

number, which will be published ahead of

time.

—Fleming H. Revell Co. have sent us

Among India’s Students, by Robert P.

Wilder, M. A. This little volume, with its

mass of reliable information as to the “im-

portance and difficulty of reaching India’s

educated classes, who are the ones best

able to help or hinder the evangelization

of that great empire,” and the “necessity

of employing personal interviews to win

them to Christ,” costs only 30 cents, and

should be in the hands of every one who is

interested in the conversion of the world.
—“ Thoughts on Prayer,” by the late

Rev. James Kennedy, D. D., author of

“ Christ in the Song,” and for many years

pastor of the Fourth Reformed Presby-

terian Church, New York, has recently been

published. It is issued as a memorial vol-

ume, with a brief memoir and an excellent

engraving of the author. A fuller notice

will appear in a future number of Olive

Trees.

— The date on the wrapper of Olive Trees indicates the

time when the subscription expires. “ Dec., 99,' means that

the paper is paid for to the end of the year, and “ Dec., ’98
,”

that the subscription is still due for the current year. Do not

delay sending the subscription because it is so small.



DIRECTORY OF

HOME FOR THE AOED OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN 'CHURCH.
LINDEN AYE., ALLEGHENY, PA,

President, Mrs. J. T. Morton, Perrysville Ave.

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Wm. Hice, Lombard St.

Recording Secretary, Mrs. S. R. Sloane, Sheridan, Pa.

Treasurer, Mrs. J. W. Sproull, 229 North Ave.

Donation Secretary, Mrs. Jno. Allen, 39 Tremont St.

Chairman, Receiving Committee, Mrs. R. J. George, 223 Arch St.

The New Edition
OF THE

Double Psalter with Music
IS NOW READY AT THE FOLLOWING RATES :

A Single Copy, .

From 2 to 6 Copies,

Over 6 Copies and less than 20, .

All Orders for 20 Copies and over,

87 Cents.

80 “

75 “

70 “

In every case the purchaser must send 13 cents extra for postage or pay
expressage at his end of the line.

Single Revised Psalter with Music,

Long Primer, Revised,

Minion, Revised,

Minion, Old Version, ,

70c. or 80c. by Mail.

35c. or 40c. “

20c. or 25c. “

15c. or 17c. “

When Books are sent by Freight 50 cents will be Charged for Boxing and Shipping.

CASH SHOULD ACCOMPANY ALL ORDERS.

R. ]M. SOMMERVILLE,
325 West 56th St., yew York.

Entered as Second Class Matter at New York Post OmcE.



O'Neill’s,
6th Ave., 20th to 21st St., New York.

.

We Are Selling a Thoroughly

Reliable Bicycle for : : : :
“

These are all Men’s Wheels, 24-inch Frames, bast “ Shelby”

Seamless Steel Tubing, Flush Joints, and all beautifully

finished. Never before has a reliable and up to- ’ate machine

been sold at such a remarkably low price. If you want one

write us immediately, for me quantity is limited. Your

choice of three colors—Green, Maroon and Black. Bear in

mind, please, that

We Guarantee These Bicycles for the Year 1899.

The “O’/Neill” Bicycle,
Women’s and Men’s, 22 and 24-in. Frames.

A beautifully finished bicycle, having full

flush joints and all the latest fittings, including

“ Kelly ” Bars with internal expanders at head

and seat post. We guarantee these wheels and,

all their fittings for the year ’99.

H. O’NEILL & CO.,
Sixth Ave., 20th to 21st St., New York.


